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by Peel as "the regulation of the elective franchise/'
was little short of an outrage. One of Peel's argu-
ments in its favour has already been quoted j it sounds
strange in the ears of a democratic generation accus-
tomed to regard^ the franchise as an instrument of
popular freedom, not as a weapon of class ascendency.
These measures were approved by the Cabinet, and
the reluctant assent of the king having been at last
obtained, the policy of the Government was announced
in the speech from the throne at the opening of Parlia-
ment on 5th February. The suppression of the Catholic
Association was the first measure proposed: "His
majesty recommends," continued the speech, " that when
this essential object shall have been accomplished, you
should take into your deliberate consideration the whole
condition of Ireland, and that you should review the
laws which impose civil disabilities on his majesty's
Roman Catholic subjects." Thus the policy to be
pursued by the Government was now revealed to the
whole country; but it was not until many years after-
wards that the motives and considerations of State
which compelled Peel to act as he did were fully made
known. At the time the astonishment and indignation
were almost universal. " Nusquam tuta fides" was the
sentiment which found expression from the lips of a Tory
member in the House of Commons. The Home Secretary
was accused on all hands of unexampled duplicity and
treachery. He could only partially and incompletely
defend himself, and to the vulgar, the heedless, and the
ignoble his partial and incomplete explanations seemed to
be merely a cloak for boundless ambition and unblushing
tergiversation. To a man of his sensitive temperament